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<Introduction>

     Minhas senhoras e meus senhores. Para mim, é uma grande honra ter hoje a oportunidade de desenvolver o tema “Security in East Asia”. Perante tão ilustre auditótio, gostaria de aproveitar esta oportunidade para agradecer ao Instituto da Defesa Nacional na pessoa do seu director Sr. Tenente General, Ferreira da Silva, pela receptividade e boa cooperação com a Embaixada que represento, fazendo votos para que, atravéz desta conferência, sejam aprofundadas substancialmente as relações entre os nossos dois países. 

     
Now let me switch to English. Today, I am very much privileged and honoured to be able to speak in front of this very high-level audience. Thank you very much indeed, Director and the Institute, for your giving me such an important and precious opportunity to talk about Asian security. 

The title of my speech today is “Security in East Asia”. First let me talk about security in a wider sense, not in a very narrow military sense, and if you have any questions, I will do my best to answer to your questions, even in narrower sense of security. 

<Diversity of Asia>

    
If you look at Asia as a whole, Asia is characterized by its diversity—religions, political systems, ethnicities, languages, cultures, values, the stage of economic development, etc. In every term Asia is diversified, unlike Europe. There are various religions as you know, unlike in Europe. In Europe you have Christianity mainly. But in Asia we have Buddhism, Islam, Taoism, Hinduism, Sikh, Shintoism of Japan, Christianity and so forth. Regarding political systems, there are democracies, socialism countries, dictatorships, or one-party-controlling countries. This diversity inevitably gives some degree of uncertainty and instability. 

The sense of security varies from the positions where you are located to the other positions where some others are located. You have a copy of a map in front of you. Please have a look at it. The map of one side shows Europe and Africa in the middle. This is the map you Europeans and some Americans are using everyday. If you turn it over, you find another map where Japan, Australia and the Pacific are located somewhere in the middle. This is the map we Asians and Australians are using. You know the globe is round though these maps are flat. Therefore, depending on the map you are using, you get the perception of the world quite differently. 

(Map with Europe in the middle)
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(Map with the Pacific in the middle)
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Have a look at this map with Pacific in the middle again. If you turn it round 180 degrees, then you can see Australia at the top, or in other words, Antarctic on the top, and the Arctic at the bottom. This is the map the Australians are using. You may find it strange. But it creates no problem as the globe is round-shaped after all. This is also a very good map of the world. If you turn it over again, then you find Africa in the middle, and this time Africa at the top. Maybe two or three centuries later, the world map may well be drawn in this way. 

     
Let’s go back to the Asian map with Japan in the middle. If you turn it round again and place yourself somewhere in the Korean Peninsula or Russia, or somewhere in China, you can find the Japanese Archipelago obstructing your free passage to the Pacific. Once the Japanese Prime Minister, by the name of Nakasone, called Japan as an unsinkable aircraft carrier. It never sinks. So in the eyes of the Russians or Chinese or even some Korean people, the archipelago of Japan exists as a kind of obstacle for their free passage to the ocean of Pacific. As is shown here, security interest varies from place to place, from people to people. Asia is very much diversified. As you know, the Korean Peninsula is divided and we have the Taiwan Straits issue. These contribute to the rather unstable situation of Asia. These instabilities or these problems have not been solved though the Cold War ended more than a decade ago. In Europe, you have been experiencing and witnessing tremendous favourable changes of the political and security environment. But in Asia, we are still in the process. Integration of Asia is not so easy as in Europe.

<Economic dynamism in Asia>

     
Then, is Asia endangered at the moment? The answer is “No way!” Asia is enjoying an unparalleled economic dynamism. Asian countries are very confident of their economic development. Their businesses, their lives are getting better and better everyday at a very high speed as you witness in China, India, Vietnam or some other parts of Asia. 

We Japanese experienced a very rapid economic growth in the 1960’s and 1970’s. And in the case of Japan, in the 90’s, our economy was rather stalemated. We went through very hard time of about a decade. Then, in the last several years, the Japanese economy has started to pick up. And at the moment we are enjoying the second economic boom since the end of the Second World War. The Japanese economy is now fully back on track in good shape, and now we are ready to work with other countries in business. Our economy witnesses a high degree of equipment investment, and also Japanese private household consumption is coming back to a satisfactory level. The Japanese government expects this kind of positive economy will continue in the quite foreseeable future for, at least, several years. 

     
Of course, the pace of economic growth is not so high as in the 60’s or 70’s. At that time we enjoyed seven to eight percent annual growth, and now only two to three percent. But when the economy is matured, it is very difficult to achieve a very high economic growth of more than five percent. Now if you look at the world GDP, EU occupies about 38 percent of the world GDP, followed by the United States of 35 percent, and Japan occupies about 13 percent. As a single country, the Japanese economy is quite big in size. 

We believe prosperity will definitely bring about peace and stability. Poverty, on the other hand, will bring about instability, and in some cases, conflicts and warfare. If you look at China, as you know, Chinese economy has been growing at the rate of close to 10 percent annually. If you see India and some others, their economies are growing very fast as well. At the backdrop of such a speedy economic development, we are introducing an idea of “East Asia Community.” The very basic nature of this East Asia Community is quite different from your perception of European Community. I have explained the reasons such as Asian diversity at the outset. It goes without saying that the most important point for the world today is to secure our safety, security and peace. For this end we have to have military means. But at the same time, we Japanese are of the view that military means of security may not be enough. Probably, economic development is as important as military security. We believe that economic development will bring about prosperity, a stable society and happy family life. In other words, economic development constitutes a fundamental element to peace and security of the world. With this kind of thought in mind, we Japanese are doing our best to create an East Asian Community, and promote free trade agreements, or what we Japanese call “Economic Partnership Agreement” among the Asian countries.

<Japan’s Role>

Let me turn to the roles to be played by Japan. What kind of role Japan has already been playing? First of all, Japan is one of the world’s leading democracies. In the last sixty years, since the end of the Second World War, Japan has demonstrated pacifism, democracy, free market economy, control of law, etc. The most important thing is, we have shown these values, not by words but by deeds. One can clearly say that Japan is a country of freedom of journalism, freedom of voice, and a full-fledged democracy. We share these common values with you Europeans. To be honest, there are not many full-fledged democracies in Asia yet. Japan experienced a rather narrow-minded nationalism through the course of the 1950’s and, to some extent, the 60’s. Nationalism may be a sound thought or philosophy. But emotional nationalism can be rather dangerous, as you know. We Japanese have been trying to control and even eradicate this narrow-minded nationalism. By developing democracy or democratic way of life, we have been successful in rectifying this narrow-minded nationalism in Japan. 

Probably you may read some articles about nationalism in Japan that Japanese militaristic people say “blah-blah-blah”. But if you go to Japan, you will see the reality. You will find no strong nationalism—in narrower-minded nationalism. Rather, you will find very strong pacifism. News about the resurgence of Japanese militarism and so forth is a kind of fabricated story by the media. Thus, in order to control or rectify narrow-minded nationalism, it is absolutely essential to develop a democratic society. You must have democracy. This is the point we Japanese would like to convey to other Asian friends. We would like to explain to them what kind of experience we have had so as to control or to rectify narrow-minded nationalism, which is still found in some countries in the world including Asia.

     
Second point about Japan’s role is that Japan has been a “built-in-stabilizer” in Asia. Now, Japan is the oldest democracy in Asia, together with India and so forth. We can expect that democratic countries observe and respect international rules, and they demonstrate fairness and justice. I am pleased to state that today democracy is one of the assets we have in Japan, which makes Japan a built-in-stabilizer in Asia. Also we have, as I said, free market economy. No need to explain about this. Moreover, we have been doing our best efforts to assist and manage the Asian economy whenever Asian countries are in difficulty in managing their economy. As demonstrated towards the end of 1990’s, when some Asian countries experienced financial crisis, such as ASEAN countries, South Korea and so forth, it was Japan that helped those countries alleviate financial difficulties. Also Japan has extended ODA, official development assistance, to China, Indonesia and many other Asian countries. We have maintained strong belief that their economic development is the key for the stability and peace of the region. 

The most important point about the built-in-stabilizer is that we the Japanese have the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty. I don’t think it is an instrument just for the two countries—Japan and the United States. Rather, we believe that the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty is common goods for the whole Asia. With this, the free passage to the sea lanes in Asia has been secured. Trade is based on the free passage of cargo ships, and it is the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty which has contributed to the safe passage of ships and safe conduct of trade. Also Japan’s Constitution clearly states that we renounce the right to declare a war against any other country in order to solve international conflicts. We cannot fight a war unless we are attacked. We have only defensive capability, no offensive capability, in our defence forces. Many countries have defence forces. But if you carefully look at the capability of those defence forces, you can clearly find elements of offensive powers.  It is fully recognized in the world that the best means to protect or defend your country is to have offensive capability. But in the case of the Japanese defence forces, our military gears are purely and solely directed to defence, never to offence. We have no bombers, no aircraft carriers, no assault landing vessels, and so forth. We have no air-to-surface missiles to attack other land. We have only surface-to-air missiles to defend our land. We have no bombers, but only interceptors.  Such a defensive nature of Japan’s forces explains that Japan is a “built-in-stabilizer” in Asia. 

     
The third point I would like to mention about Japan’s role is that Japan is a country which has been doing its best to treat our friends as equal partners. There are big countries or tiny countries in the world. But we have been dealing with very tiny countries as equal partners. We never look down on these countries. Equal partnership is the key word. Former Prime Minister Fukuda, who visited ASEAN countries in 1977, issued what is called the “Fukuda Doctrine”. There he emphasized a “heart-to-heart relationship with ASEAN countries”. This spirit still remains as a pillar of the Japanese diplomacy. When I was based in Brunei Darussalam, one of the ten ASEAN countries, I was very much impressed when they had a summit meeting wetween the ASEAN leaders and Japanese Prime Minister Koizumi. Out of the ten ASEAN heads of government, about seven or eight of them began their speeches by saying “Thank you, Japan, for your help and assistance to develop our countries.” That was in 2001. In the case of African countries, we have been hosting “Tokyo International Conference for African Development”, what we call “TICAD”. We have held three ministerial conferences in the last 18 years—every five years—and the next fourth one will take place in 2008. In this TICAD endeavour, our very basic philosophy of assistance to Africa is “Ownership of development is on your shoulders, not on our shoulders. You are the owner of development. We will do our best to assist your endeavour from the side.”

     
The fourth point I would like to mention about Japan role is new technology, new culture, and new thoughts from Japan. We have successfully been dispatching these new values to other parts of the world. I am sure you are familiar with Japanese Animé films, Manga, cartoons, games by Nintendo or Sony PlayStation, J-Pops (Japan Pops), some novels of Murakami Haruki or Murakami Ryu, etc. They are extremely popular, not only among the Asian youths but also European or North American youths. When I came to Lisbon about 15 months ago, I was astonished that Sushi and Sashimi have become very fashionable here in Lisbon. 35 years ago, I was based in Europe and visited Portugal. At that time, not many people here ate raw fish. In Britain, I was regarded as one of the barbarians when they discover me eating raw fish. In terms of technology, we Japanese have been creating hybrid cars, robotics, fourth generation of cellar phones, high-vision TVs, many kinds of new technologies. Another type of technology is environment-friendly technologies to control the discharge and emission of waste, used waters, polluted air and so forth. With new technologies, these waters or air can be filtered and purified. Japan is also good at energy-saving technologies. After all, I should say, the Japanese have been dispatching to the world a kind of new thoughts, that is, “We mankind must live harmoniously with nature”. 

<China>

     
Now, let me turn to our neighbouring state of China. Let me explain how we see China today. It is Japan that has really wanted to see economically developed China. It is Japan which has assisted and helped their economic development. The reason is, as I have already explained, economic development is a basis of peace and stability. So we Japanese are happy and pleased to see the economic rise of today’s China. We welcome it. It is always good to have a competition in the free market economy. Chinese economic challenge in the global market is a good challenge. We have to respond to this Chinese challenge in a very positive manner with the same challenge spirit. We Japanese have once been challenged by the South Koreans economically. Second, by Hongkong, Singapore, Taiwan — so-called new dragons. Third, by other ASEAN countries like Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines and so forth. And now, by China, India and Vietnam. We welcome these challenges. We welcome competition. If we lose, that is the end of the country of Japan. Therefore we are ready to compete with them by doing our best to upgrade our technology. We have to be a bit more advanced in terms of technology than those countries in order to survive. But we welcome any country coming up with strong economy and with a full sense of free market economy, full sense of fair competition. We would like to work with them. That is the first point about China.


Having said that, the second point about China is that we want to see the Chinese economic development be paralleled with the development of its political and social systems. Political and social development should go ahead together with the economic development. Still China is a one-party-controlling country. Therefore, we want to see more transparency in its society and in its political system. Of course, this sort of development does not occur overnight. It may take years or decades, I don’t know how long it may take. But eventually it will come and it must come. Today, if you see the Chinese society, there is no freedom of voice, no freedom of journalism, no free access to the Internet, no free communication by e-mails. They are all censored. So we would like to welcome the Chinese authority to do its best to soften its control over the people so that a good sense of democracy will develop in that country. As I said, democracy will form a solid basis for peace and stability. The reason why I say this is that, in democracy, one man has one vote, and most of us have families. And people—those voters—usually think, when voting, that family values will be somehow reflected in the political system. Family members always hope that tomorrow will be slightly better than today, and peace should be the basis of their life. These family values will be reflected in the policies of any democratic government. That is why we would like to see more sense of democracy there in China.

     
The third point about China is that we welcome China to be a very important player in the international community. We welcome China to come into our community of the international world. At the same time, we have to tell them, “You are not law-makers. You are not rule-makers. You cannot create your own rules for the world. Please, you have to respect, observe and comply with the existing international rules and regulations.” These rule and regulations have already been established by you Portuguese, by us Japanese, by the Europeans, Americans and some other countries in the world. These rules must be respected. For example, as I said, it is transparency that is badly needed in the Chinese military development. As an internationally responsible player or stakeholder, China can demonstrate their readiness to enhance transparency in its military policy and military build-up. Unfortunately at the moment, we cannot clearly see their real intention and real military development, which are still in the haze or fog. They have increased annually their military budget by two digits, that means more than ten percent, in the last nineteen years. If you increase your budget by ten percent every year in ten years, can you guess how large your budget will become? By ten percent annually in ten years, it will become three times larger. In eighteen years, six times larger. If you increase your budget by thirteen percent annually, then, after eighteen years, your budget will become nine times larger. And in the case of China, their defence budget increased in the year 2006—last year—about eighteen percent. At this high speed they are increasing their military budget. They must really have transparency there. Disclosure of information, disclosure of their policies, disclosure of their military equipment are definitely required. That would produce more trust to its neighbouring countries. At the moment, the neighbouring countries have a strong concern about the Chinese military build-up. It is because they lack transparency in their military development. Under the present circumstances, China has to state, they have to voice, and they have to announce, “China is a peaceful country.” No need to emphasize to say that if they demonstrate it by action. They must show their transparency or peaceful nature of military build-up, not by words but by deeds.

     
Another point is that China is most welcome to become a responsible player in the world. China should observe and respect intellectual property rights. I am sure that some European countries are suffering from that, just like Japan. The Chinese produce motorcycles which are very similar to Hondas, Kawasakis or Yamahas. This makes it very difficult for us to sell our products. Internationally, property rights must be respected by them. Of course the Beijing government says they are doing every effort, but there are so many Chinese businessmen who make fake products and sell them abroad or domestically in China. 

Another point about responsible player is their ODA, particularly to Africa. You know what is going on in Angola or Mozambique. The Portuguese government and the Japanese government are full-fledged members of OECD, based in Paris—Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. And OECD has one of the organs called DAC—Development Assistance Committee. It is a group of donor countries and all the donors of ODA have agreed that in extending ODA, or giving aids to developing countries, donors must enhance three things: First, good governance; second, democracy; and third, human rights. You Portuguese government and we Japanese government have been respecting these rules—DAC rules. China is not a member of OECD yet. China apparently feels that it doesn’t need to comply with the DAC rules. Thus, they are extending their ODA in return of resources, particularly energy resources of oil and gas. In Angola, in return for oil or gas, they extend ODA and build railways, roads, bridges, etc. They bring their own workers to Angola, and roads and railways are built in a very short period of time in a very effective way. That may be easy for recipient countries to receive. But the three points I have mentioned—good governance, democracy and human rights—may not be well enhanced through the course of extension of ODA or provision of ODA. Therefore we have been telling Beijing, “Please, you follow the DAC rules.” The theory, rules or philosophy the Chinese often use is “No mutual interference of domestic matters”. But I should say that this is a very obsolete slogan, which was adopted in 1955 at the Bandung Conference of the Non-Aligned Countries. Half a century has passed. We, the international community, have already formulated new rules for ODA. We would like to have China as a very responsible stakeholder in our international community in this sector of ODA. 

Fourthly about China, let me just briefly touch upon their present reality and future prospect. Reality—I’m sure you are fully aware of this; very rich coastal area and, in contrast with this, extremely poor inland area, and the gap is still expanding. Water shortage is extremely acute indeed. Pollution of the environment is deteriorating. Insufficient labour protection has been given to their workers. Corruption is reported almost everyday. Censorship of voice or journalism is still there. And the dwelling registration is very strict in the sense that, once you are born in a family which is registered in a farming area, you have to be there and you cannot move to cities. This means that your future may not be bright at all. But once you are born in a family which is registered in the urban areas or cities, your chance to be well-off will be much enhanced. There is no freedom for you to change the registration of your dwelling, your house, from the farming area to the city area. No way! This is the reality in China. 

At the same time, however, we have tremendous expectations and hopes about the future of China, I should say. We would like to have a prosperous China in the future. The middle class are coming up in the coastal areas, and their wealth will be shared or should be shared by extremely poor farmers in the inland areas. The free market economy has been there and it is still penetrating into the deep part of China. We believe, inevitably, freedom of thoughts will advance with the free market economy. It is an irreversible move. No one can change this. We are hoping that, eventually, I do not know how quickly or how slowly, freedom of thoughts will be with China. So let’s hope freedom of participating in politics and democracy will be found in the future of China. 

As to China, let me finally touch upon the Japan-China relations. As you know, we had a rather hectic relationship during the Koizumi Government over the Yasukuni Shrine issue. But in September last year, the new Prime Minister, by the name of Abe, took over the government and immediately visited Beijing and Seoul just like a thunderstorm. He visited Beijing on the 8th of October, only about two weeks after his formation of a new cabinet. There he met President Hu Jintao, Prime Minister Wen Jiabao, and Speaker of the House Wu Bangguo—three top leaders of China. Both leaders—Japanese and Chinese—agreed that both countries will develop strategically mutually beneficial partnership. Now I am very happy to tell you that economic wheel and political wheel of a carriage of relationship will advance at the same time. We will have good relations with China, and that should be the basis of stability and peace of the whole Asia. 

<North Korea >

     
Now let me move from China to some other parts of Asia. North Korea, it is a dictatorship country, as you know. Non-democratic at all. Military uniform people have strong influence over its politics, because Kim Jong-il, chairman, relies his power ground on the military support. It is a difficult country to deal with, because information does not come out of the country easily. If you live in North Korea, and you somehow criticize the government or leadership, you will be arrested. In that atmosphere, it is extremely difficult to expect more reasonable, more democratic government in the foreseeable future. In these circumstances, North Korea tested two things. In summer, missile tests, and at the beginning of autumn in September, they had nuclear bomb tests. As you know, the United Nations Security Council warned them not to do so. In spite of that warning, they did it. Thus the Security Council immediately adopted, unanimously, a resolution to condemn North Korea, and request the member governments of the United Nations to impose economic sanctions against North Korea. A variety of sanctions have been imposed, and we Japanese have imposed all the necessary sanctions. We are hoping all the European countries will do the same. 

    
Just suppose that you Portuguese living in Portugal had a neighbor which is non-democratic, dictatorship country, and they tested a nuclear bomb. How would you feel it? In reality, however, when North Korea did that sort of thing, probably you may have felt, “It’s nasty but it’s long way away from Portugal, or from Europe, anyway.” But for us the Japanese, it is the next door. We are very much concerned about the tests. We would like to get your Portuguese understanding and cooperation, and share our views and share our sanction measures, which were already requested by the United Nations Security Council. 
The Six-Party Talks have been taking place, sporadically, and the last meeting took place in February. There, somehow, agreement was reached on February the 13th after very hectic negotiations. It was agreed that there will be two steps, and as the first step, North Korea should stop and seal off their nuclear facilities and they will accept IAEA inspection. On the other hand, the United States and others accepted that U.S.-North Korea bilateral talks will start. And the United States will start their work to lift the nomination of North Korea as a terrorist country or terror-supporting country. And also the four countries excepting Japan and North Korea, that is, US, China, South Korea and Russia, will start to supply 50.000 tons of crude oil or some kind of energy equivalent to that to North Korea. Let’s see how it goes, because in the last two decades or so, a number of agreements have been signed between Pyongyang and Washington, Pyongyang and Seoul or among six parties. Agreements were reached but not implemented. So we have to watch how the Six-Party agreement will be implemented this time. 

Well, I don’t have much time to talk about Taiwan, Russia and so forth.
<Japan, EU and North America; Solidarity and partnership>

     
Just briefly let me touch upon Japan’s role again. We can play political role in Asia. We would like to take a political role in Asia. Our Foreign Minister talked about Japan as a thought leader. What it means is that we have been a leader in creating new thoughts in Asia. Not necessarily new but firm, clear thoughts. As I said, Japan has demonstrated democracy and free market economy. And we have shared values with you Portuguese and Europeans—values of freedom, democracy, free market economy, control of law, human rights, etc. And we have been successfully eliminating narrow-minded nationalism, and we have been doing our best to introduce internationally accepted and agreed rules to various parts of Asia. We will continue to be a thought leader in this way. 

     
And the second, Japan has been a built-in-stabilizer. We will continue to do that. We will maintain pacifism, which is embodied in our peaceful nature of the Constitution and very defensive nature of our Defence Forces. We’d like to provide peace and stability for Asia, which, as I said, is a firm basis of prosperity. We will continue to have the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty. 

Japan is determined to play these roles. But we cannot do that alone. We need partners. We would like to have partnership with EU and partnership with North America, because these three areas—EU, North America and Japan—share important values, as I have said—freedom, democracy, human rights, free market economy, control of law, etc. There are not many countries in the world, I have to say, where these values are fully shared. There are 192 countries in the world, and I do not know how many fully share the same values, how many countries have demonstrated these values. I guess, out of 192, maybe 30 to 40? Therefore, Japan would like to enhance solidarity, partnership, cooperation and coordination among EU, North America and Japan in the management of the world, world politics, world security and world economy. 

     
Portugal has been a very faithful member of the NATO. Particularly you have treasured the transatlantic relations with the United States. We the Japanese have the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty. Therefore, I would say, Portugal and Japan are de facto allies. Foreign Minister Amado visited Tokyo at the beginning of February this year. He and his counterpart, Japanese Foreign Minister Aso, had ministerial talks—very interesting and meaningful meeting. Before the discussion, I briefed my minister. “Minister, Portugal is a de facto ally of Japan. Please use this word in your meeting with Minister Amado.” He used it. But Mr. Amado used a more straightforward and more impressive word—“Japan is an ally of Portugal”. What a nice expression he employed! You Portuguese and we Japanese share the common values and we will work together!

<Conclusion>

     Finally, I’d like to talk about networking. In Asia, networking is taking place just like in Europe. If you have three players, then there are three lines of communication. But if you have five players, the communication lines are not just five, but it increases to ten. So you can enhance communication lines if you have a larger number of participants in the network. In the future, networking will be the key for the development of society, development of new ideas, development of new technology and development of new economy. This is the thing we would like to do first not only in Asia, but with you Europeans as well. We can have ten lines of communication if you increase the number of players from three to five. Let’s create networks, let’s work together with as many others as possible. 

Chancellor Merkel of Germany spoke in Strasbourg at the European Parliament about the value. She emphsized the value of “tolerance”. Tolerance will be the key value for the future. Today, there are many people with less sense of tolerance, and these people may tend to resort to violence or terrorism. In order to eradicate or to overcome terrorism or violence, we really have to enhance the sense of tolerance. In the ancient days, the Romans had a strong sense of tolerance in terms of religion. As long as, Romans said, you are part of Rome, and as long as you pay tax, you are free to believe in any gods. Romans were tolerant. We Japanese have long cherished the value which is called in Japanese “Wa”, which means “harmony”. For us Japanese, “Wa” is the most important value. About 15 hundreds years ago, Crown Prince Shotoku announced an ancient constitution, which included as Article one, “Wa is that which is invaluable”. This describes a spirit of forbearance, tolerance and harmony. We the Japanese would like to convey this message to you Portuguese and other peoples of the world, in the hope that all of us can enhance the value of tolerance. 

Thank you very much indeed. 

