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Ｉ．Ideology of the Human-relations Standard

人間関係本位主義

The maintenance and development of one’s human relations with others are of utmost importance for the Japanese. As a result, logical and impartial way of thinking based on the absolute and/or objective standard tends to be regarded as the secondary importance.
人間関係の維持発展が最重要視される。その結果、絶対的・客観的基準に基づく論理的思考や是々非々の考え方は二の次とされる。

1.  “Wa (harmony) is that which is invaluable.” ― Spirit of forbearance and harmony
「和を以て貴しと為す」：融和・寛容の精神

2.  Human relationships are of the utmost importance. 
人間関係こそ全て  


3.  Uchi (the inside) and Soto (the outside):  Amae (presumption on others’ love)
「内と外」：「甘え」 
4.  Virtue of Modesty 




謙譲の美徳
5.  Control of ‘air’




「空気」の支配
6.  Passive posture and the Japanese language 

受け身姿勢と日本語
7.  Kokorozukai / Kikubari (considerate attention): Reading between the lines, that forms the basis of a safe, orderly and fair society 
 

 「心遣い」「気配り」：安全で秩序正しく公平な社会
8.  Giri (faithfulness to debts of gratitude) 

「義理」と「人情」 
9.  Shojiki (honesty) /Seijitsu (sincerity) 


「正直」「誠実」
10.  Koh (filial piety) and Chu (loyalty) 


「孝」と「忠」
11.  Rei (courtesy): ranked social structure 

「礼」：上下関係
12.  Absolute obedience to a group leader 

グループのボスに従う
13.  The importance of apology



謝罪の重視
14.  Ayamachi (wrongdoing) and Tsumi (sin)

「過ち」と「罪」
15.  Weak communicating capability and strong receptiveness 高受信能力・低発信能 
Ⅱ．Secularism / Practical approach / Activism
現世主義・実益主義・行動主義

Strong sense of secularism and pragmatism prevails, away from religious values. Actions and active doings are regarded as important rather than principles or conceptual thinking.
現世主義・実益主義の価値観を強く持っており、それに基づく行動・実践を重視する。観念や原理には関心が薄い。

16. 　The pursuit of earthly prosperity

現世利益の追求

17. 　A pragmatic and practical approach

実際主義・実益主義


18. 　Action is invaluable: ganbare, konjo

行動主義：「頑張れ」「根性」
19. 　Diligence and innovativeness

勤勉・工夫
20. 　Do (the way of righteousness): the spiritual backbone of a pragmatic life
「道」：実践の意義付け


21. 　Unwillingness to create a powerful leader
強力なリーダーを作らない
Ⅲ．Coexistence and cohabitation with nature
自然との共存・共生

It is a delight to live in and with nature, in other words, to co-exist and co-habit with nature. It is perceived that anything in this world never cease changing, never stays as a permanent or eternal existence. Therefore, the nature, society and environment which surround the Japanese are accepted as an absolute given thing, and they never fight against or oppose to those surrounding. They are obedient to the God’s will or Providence.
自然との共生に喜びを感じるとともに、諸行無常（万物は常に変化して少しの間もとどまらない）との考えが強い。身の回りを包む自然や社会環境を絶対的な所与のものとして受け止め、これに立ち向かったり、改変しようとはしない。「天命」に従う。

22. 　Sense of purification / purity

清らかさ、清浄感

23. 　Nature worship / Mountain worship

自然崇拝・山岳崇拝

24. 　The immortality of the soul / Worshipping the bones of the dead
霊魂の不滅・遺骨信仰


25. 　Omajinai: the belief in fetishism
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26. 　Ten (heaven)


      「天」

Ⅳ．Intuitive and emotional sense
情緒的感性

As a result of the coexistence with nature, the Japanese have developed very rich and piercing sense of intuition and emotion. Also their aesthetic sense is is superior. On the other hand, they are not so good at logical thinking.
自然との共生の結果、豊かな直観的・情緒的感性が磨かれ、優れた「美意識」を有している。反面、論理的思考は苦手。

27. 　Intuitive and emotional character

 直感的･情緒的性格

28. 　Ki (feelers put out outward from one’s mind) and Kokoro (mind/heart)
「気」と「心」
29. 　Yamatogokoro (The soul of Japan)

 やまとごころ（大和心）
30.   Manga (cartoon) culture: Cartoons reaches one’s heart quicker than letters.
マンガ文化：文字より絵
31. 　Mushin (detachment) / Mushi (selflessness)
「無心」「無私」

32. 　Wabi / Sabi: the pursuit of financial wealth is of minimal value
「侘び」「寂び」：非金銭的価値

33. 　Insufficient ability to think ‘Why?’

「なぜ？」と考える力の不足

Ⅴ． Values of today that that are highly appreciated

「望ましい価値観」: 今日なお高評価の伝統的価値観

(1) Courage


「勇気」

(2) Honour and Shame

「名誉」と「恥」

(3) Politeness and courtecy
「礼節」｢礼儀正しさ｣

(4) Mercy, Compassion
 ｢慈悲｣「恕（じょ）」

(5) Thrift, Frugality　

「倹約」「質素」「質実剛健」
(6) Justice


「正義」
(7) Fairness


「公正さ」
(8) Bushido, Japanese chivalry
「武士道」
VI．Possible Japan’s contribution to the development of values in the 21 century world

２１世紀における世界の価値観の発展に対する日本人の価値観の貢献

1． “Wa (harmony) is that which is invaluable.”　and Virtue of Modesty 
「和を以って貴しと為す」「謙譲の美徳」

2． Kokorozukai / Kikubari (considerate attention)「気」：「心遣い」「気配り」　
3． Shojiki (honesty) /Seijitsu (sincerity)

「正直」「誠実」　

4． Diligence and innovativeness
 勤勉・創意工夫：教育に対する熱意

5． Coexistence and cohabitation with nature 

 自然との共生

6． Intuitive and emotional sense
　

 情緒的感性

7． Thrift, Frugality


「もったいない」の精神：倹約・質素　

8． Bushido, Japanese chivalry


「武士道」
